
Worksheet 1 - Google, MathSciNet and Arxiv

1. Use Google or another search engine to find:
(a) How to install Linux on your home or a Windows machine.

(b) How to install Virtual Box on your home machine.

(c) How to install Linux on your home machine.

2. Check what information is available about you and a professor in google or another search
engine.

3. Find three examples of Curriculum Vitae for professors.

4. Find three different syllabus for your favorite course from various schools.

5. Find three examples of non-academic companies hiring mathematicians and the resumes
or CVs of people who work there.

6. Find an example of mathematics in art.

7. Find an explanation or careful description of the statement and proof of your favorite
theorem.
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8. Visit MathSciNet and find the following:
(a) A paper about a topic covered in your favorite class published recently.

(b) A famous paper or result.

(c) A review of a book you have used.

(d) A list of papers by a professor you have had.

(e) A paper by someone with the same name as you.

(f) A paper by someone from Mexico.

9. Visit the Arxiv and find the following:
(a) A very recent paper about a topic covered in your favorite class.

(b) A famous paper or result.

(c) A paper by a professor you have had.

(d) A paper by someone with the same name as you.

(e) A paper with a strange or funny title.

(f) A paper which is also listed in MathSciNet.

10. Learn what the Erdös Number is. Compute the Erdös Number for some professors you
have had. Who has the best Erdös Number in our department?

11. Briefly discuss: Why are concepts like the Erdös Number something mathematicians
spend time discussing and thinking about?

12. Using any of these tools find a discussion of the Mathematics behind a sport or game that
you enjoy playing.


